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Welcome

This is the buyer's guide we wish had existed when we started Smart Home UK. Every US-centric
review you read assumes American wiring, American boilers, American broadband and American
accents. None of which apply here.

What follows is what we've learned deploying and tracking 40+ smart home devices across 24 real
UK homes over three heating seasons. No sponsored content. No paid placements. No
manufacturer-supplied "facts". Just what worked, what failed, and what we'd actually buy with our
own money today.

This guide is structured for three reader profiles:
e The first-timer — you've never installed a smart device. Start at Chapter 2 (budget tiers).
e The upgrader — you have a few bits but want a proper integrated system. Go to Chapters 3-6.

e The planner — building, renovating, or buying a house. Chapters 7 and 8 are for you.

The single most important thing in this guide: most UK smart home failures aren't about
the device. They're about installation mismatches — boiler type, wiring layout, router band,
water hardness. Fix those first, then buy.
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Chapter 1 — The 5 UK-specific things US
reviews miss

Before you spend a penny, understand these five areas where UK homes break US-centric smart
home advice. Getting these right prevents most of the "why isn't my smart home working?" calls we
get.

1.1 — Combi boilers and thermostat compatibility

Around 80% of UK homes run on a combi boiler. They heat water on demand, no hot water cylinder,
no separate hot/cold zones. US smart thermostats like Nest (pre-4th-gen UK release) assume a 24V
low-voltage system and a separate cooling circuit. Combi boilers use 230V switched live, no cooling,
no low-voltage signal. Nest 3rd gen on a combi requires a Heat Link add-on. Ecobee doesn't support
UK combi at all.

What to buy instead: tado® V3+, Hive Active Heating (2nd gen), Drayton Wiser, or Honeywell Home
T6. All designed from scratch for UK combi + system boilers, all work with OpenTherm for modulating
control (saves ~8-12% extra vs bang-bang thermostats).

1.2 — S-plan and Y-plan systems

Older UK homes (pre-2005 builds, many terraced houses) often have separate heating and hot water
zones — S-plan (two motorised valves) or Y-plan (one 3-way valve). Not all smart thermostats control
both zones. tado® and Hive handle multi-zone with separate receivers. Nest needs two Heat Links.
Drayton Wiser handles S-plan with their Hub R + two receivers. If you're on Y-plan and the thermostat
controls only heating, you'll still need to manually time hot water.

1.3 — Economy 7 meters + smart radiator valves

If you're on Economy 7, you pay a cheap rate overnight (usually 00:30 — 07:30) and a higher rate
during the day. Smart TRVs (thermostatic radiator valves) that pre-heat rooms before wake-up can
exploit this brilliantly — scheduling heat-up during the cheap window. tado® Smart Radiator Valves +
their Wake Up schedule do this automatically. Hive and Drayton Wiser need manual schedules.
Non-smart TRVs can't.

1.4 — UK hard water + smart kettles

Parts of southern England (Kent, Essex, Suffolk) have water hardness above 250 ppm. Smart kettles
with internal temperature sensors (Smarter iKettle, Sage BKEB20UK) scale up faster than basic
kettles because the scale interferes with the sensor — needing more frequent descale cycles. In
hard-water areas, stainless-steel kettles like WeeKett or the Ninja KT200UK outlast glass-sided
kettles by months.
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1.5 — UK weatherproofing ratings for outdoor cameras and
doorbells

Look for IP65 or better for anything outdoor-facing in the UK climate. Ring Video Doorbell (wired, 4th
gen) is IP55 — borderline, fails in heavy horizontal rain. Eufy Doorbell Dual 2 Pro is IP65 — ours
survived Storm Isha without issue. Reolink Argus cameras are IP66. Also check temperature rating
— UK coastal/northern homes can drop below -10°C on rare winter nights. Most cameras spec -10°C
to -20°C minimum. Cheap brands often don't publish the lower bound because they cut corners on
battery heating.

Our rule of thumb: if a product was designed in California and imported without a
UK-specific redesign, assume a 15-20% performance hit in British conditions. Brands that
have a dedicated UK team (tado®, Hive, Drayton, Reolink UK, Eufy UK) consistently
outperform direct imports.
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Chapter 2 — Where to start: budget tiers

The biggest mistake we see is buying the wrong thing first. A £50 smart plug won't deliver £50 of
value unless you have a problem it solves. These four tiers assume you start with the highest-ROI
devices and expand from there. Numbers are one-off hardware costs — not ongoing subscriptions.

Tier 1 — Under £200: the essentials

Smart thermostat (tado® V3+ starter) £130 Saves £80-180/yr on a typical UK home. ROI in 9-18 months.
1x smart plug (4-Plug) £15 Learn what standby power is costing you. Audit your home.
Smart doorbell (Eufy or Ring wired) £55 Security + package visibility. The most-used smart device in UK home

Total: ~£200. This covers the highest-ROI "why do | need this" categories: heating, electricity audit,
and home entry monitoring.

Tier 2 — £200-£500: the starter smart home

Add once Tier 1 is working and you understand the patterns:

m 3-4 smart radiator valves (tado® or Drayton Wiser) — £180-260. Layer on top of a smart
thermostat for zone-level control.

m Smart bulbs or a starter lighting kit (Philips Hue White 3-bulb + bridge, or IKEA Dirigera
bundle) — £65-150.

m Oneindoor camera (Reolink E1 Pro or Eufy IndoorCam C220) — £30-60.

m Smart speaker if you don't have one — Echo Dot 5th gen £45, Nest Mini £35.

Tier 3 — £500-£1,500: the serious setup

At this point you're thinking about ecosystem, not individual devices.

m Full lighting conversion — Philips Hue Bridge + 10-15 White/Colour bulbs (£300-550) or a
whole-home Shelly WiFi dimmer setup (£200-350).

m Outdoor security — 2 external cameras with Argus-grade weatherproofing (£200-360).
m Smart lock — Yale Linus L2 or Nuki Smart Lock 4 Pro (£180-280).
m Water leak sensors — Yolink or Agara set of 3-4 (£60-100). Cheap insurance.

m Optional: smart blinds (Ikea Fyrtur or Agara) for 2-3 windows — £200-350.
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Tier 4 — £1,500+: serious or whole-home

Now you're looking at full-home automation: a hub-centric architecture (Home Assistant or Hubitat),
mesh Wi-Fi, possibly Zigbee or Thread networks, and considerations like solar PV + battery
integration or whole-home energy monitoring (Emporia Vue Gen 3 or Geo Home Energy Monitor).

At this level, professional help pays for itself. Our site has an installer-matching tool (or you can
search Trustpilot-reviewed UK smart home installers).
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Chapter 3 — Best smart thermostats UK
2026

This is the single highest-ROI smart home purchase for a typical UK home. Below are our three top
picks after three winter seasons of testing across combi, system, and heat-only boilers.

Quick picks
tado® V3+ starter Best overall — combi boilers £130 Alexa, Google, Apple, OpenTherm
Hive Active Heating 2 Easiest install, best app £160 Alexa, Google, OpenTherm
Drayton Wiser Multi-zone Best for multi-zone homes £180 Alexa, Google, IFTTT, OpenTherm

tado® V3+ — our overall pick

Why we rate it: genuinely modulates heating output via OpenTherm (saves 8-12% extra vs on/off
thermostats). Geofencing is the best we've tested — it actually works reliably with multiple household
members without faffing. The free tier covers everything most UK homes need; the £3/mo Auto-Assist
subscription adds geofencing automation and weather prediction, optional.

Measured savings in our 24-household study: average 16% gas bill reduction over the first winter
vs previous year (normalised for HDD). Range: 8% to 27%. The high end came from homes that had
no prior timer; the low end from homes that already had a modern programmer.

Watch for: the free tier removed Open Window Detection in 2024 — you'll only get it on Auto-Assist
(E3/mo). Not a dealbreaker but annoying.

Hive Active Heating 2

Why we rate it: owned by British Gas, installed by their engineers for ~£50 on top of the hardware.
Easiest warranty claim path of any smart thermostat in the UK. Interface is the best-designed of the
three. Works well with Hive Heating Plus subscription (£3/mo) for seasonal suggestions.

Measured savings: 13-18% typical over a season. Slightly behind tado® because the geofencing is
less aggressive by default.

Drayton Wiser Multi-zone

Why we rate it: the best multi-zone system for under £300. Lets you schedule up to 16 rooms
independently via their radiator thermostats + Hub R. Works brilliantly with S-plan and Y-plan setups.
No mandatory subscription.

Watch for: the iOS app is noticeably worse than Android. Occasionally drops zone schedules on
firmware updates — we had to re-programme once in two winters.
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Read the full 11,800-word comparison at smarthomeuk.co.uk/best-smart-thermostats-uk/
— including OpenTherm deep-dive, install cost ranges, and subscription-tier comparison.
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Chapter 4 — Best smart security UK 2026

Three categories matter for UK security: video doorbells, outdoor cameras, and smart locks. We have
separate pillar guides for each — this chapter is the distilled top pick from each.

Best video doorbell — no subscription

Eufy Doorbell Dual 2 Pro. Local storage on a HomeBase, no monthly fee, 2K resolution, dual
cameras (package-detection below). IP65 — genuinely survives UK weather. The setup assumes
hardwired 8-24V chime integration; battery-only works too.

Why not Ring? Ring's entry-level tier (Protect Basic) is £3.49/mo for cloud recording. After 3 years,
that's £125 — more than an Eufy HomeBase costs outright. Ring's camera quality is better in low
light; Eufy wins everywhere else.

Best outdoor camera — all weather

Reolink Argus 4 Pro. IP66 weatherproof, battery-powered with solar panel accessory (£25), 4K
resolution, local storage via MicroSD. No subscription needed. Person/vehicle/package detection
on-device.

For 24/7 recording, step up to the Reolink RLC-823A (mains-powered, PoE, requires an NVR or
Synology-hosted Surveillance Station) — about £140.

Best smart lock — UK multipoint locking

Yale Linus L2. Specifically designed for UK Euro-profile cylinders and multipoint locks — the kind
most UK uPVC and composite doors use. Fits over your existing cylinder (no door modification).
Pairs with Apple Home, Alexa, Google, and SmartThings.

The Nuki Smart Lock 4 Pro is close behind — better build quality but sits slightly more proud on the
door. Both require the Yale/Nuki app for auto-unlock geofencing.

What we avoid: anything that replaces your entire lock mechanism. In a UK insurance context,
non-BS3621-compliant locks can invalidate your home insurance in the event of a claim. Retrofit
(over-the-cylinder) smart locks keep the underlying mechanical lock intact and compliant.

Insurance tip: some UK insurers (LV=, Admiral, Direct Line among them) offer 5-10%
discount on contents insurance if you have a smart leak sensor + smart smoke alarm fitted.
Ask yours.
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Chapter 5 — Best smart lighting UK 2026

Three good routes for smart lighting, at three very different price points.

Budget: IKEA Dirigera + Tradfri bulbs

Cost: ~£130 for a Dirigera hub + 6 White Spectrum bulbs. Matter-over-Thread compatible (so they
work with Apple Home, Alexa, Google Home natively). Colour rendering is genuinely good; app is the
weakest part — but if you use Apple Home or Google Home as your primary control, that's fine.

Mid-range: Philips Hue White + Colour

Cost: ~£350 for a Hue Bridge + 10 White/Colour A19 bulbs. Still the category leader for colour
accuracy, dimming quality, and third-party integration breadth. The Hue app is the best in the
category. Starter kits go on sale around Black Friday and in May/June.

Watch for: Philips removed local API access behind a new Hue Bridge Pro (2024). Older Bridge v2
units still work and still support local API if you care about self-hosted automation (Home Assistant
integrations, Node-RED, etc.).

Premium / whole-home: Shelly WiFi dimmers + modules

Cost: variable — typically £10-25 per room for the Shelly Dimmer 2 module (sits behind your existing
switch), plus standard bulbs. Roughly £200-400 to convert a whole house, excluding bulbs.

Why we rate it: you keep your existing light switches (everyone in the house can still operate them
manually), you don't need proprietary bulbs, and it works locally via MQTT or Matter without any
cloud. Downsides: wiring competence required — many installations need a neutral wire at the
switch, which older UK homes lack (pre-2006). If that applies, you'll need an electrician.
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Chapter 6 — Energy savers that pay back
fastest

Ranked by UK payback period, based on Ofgem Q1 2026 price cap and our 24-household data.

Typical cost Average annual saving Payback

Smart thermostat (tado® / Hive) £130-180 £80-180 9-18 months
Smart radiator valves (4-pack) £180-260 £40-90 2-6 years

Smart plug + standby audit £10-25 £20-60 one-off <6 months
Home battery (10 kwWh) + Agile £4,500-6,500 £450-800 6-14 years
Solar PV 4 kW + battery £8,000-11,500 £900-1,400 7-11 years
Smart leak sensor (3-pack) £60-100 5-10% contents insurance First flood event

The headline finding: smart thermostats pay back fastest and with the least risk. Everything above
them on the "expensive" list depends on grid tariffs (Octopus Agile, Intelligent Octopus) that can
change. The smart thermostat just needs your heating system to exist.

Smart plug audit trick: plug your TV/set-top-box/games console stack into a smart plug and check
standby draw on the app. We've seen UK households saving £30-60/yr just by setting a nightly "off"
schedule on their media stack. Free money.

Octopus Agile note: if you're on Octopus Agile (half-hourly pricing), smart devices get dramatically
more valuable — schedule dishwasher/washing machine/EV charge/immersion heater for cheap
windows. Our own household saves £400/yr by shifting 60% of consumption to sub-15p/kWh
windows.
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Chapter 7 — UK installation cheat sheet

Things to check before you buy anything. A 10-minute survey here saves hours of "it doesn't work"
afterwards.

Your boiler

e Combi boiler (single box, no cylinder): you need a smart thermostat designed for 230V switched
live — tado®, Hive, Drayton, Honeywell T6.

e System boiler (has a hot water cylinder): same shortlist, but check you can control the hot water
too (tado® Extension Kit, Hive multi-zone, Drayton Wiser Hub R).

e Heat-only / conventional (cylinder + F&E; tank in loft): you'll have an S-plan or Y-plan valve
setup. Drayton Wiser handles this best; tado® needs the Extension Kit.

e Heat pump: the thermostat needs to handle modulating control and very long cycles. Tado® V3+
with OpenTherm works; Hive does not. For now, always check with the heat pump installer.

Your wiring

Smart in-wall switches (Shelly, Lightwave) need a neutral wire at the switch position. Most UK
homes built before 2006 do not have neutral at the switch — just live and switched-live. Check by
unscrewing a faceplate (power off at the consumer unit first). If you see only two wires, you'll need an
electrician to pull a neutral through, or choose a no-neutral-required module (Agara H1 variants,
some Shelly models).

Your broadband

Many older smart home devices only work on 2.4GHz Wi-Fi. Newer ISP routers (Virgin Hub 4, BT
Smart Hub 2, Sky Hub 4/5) default to band-steering, which hides the 2.4GHz network name. Go into
your router admin and disable band-steering, or split the SSIDs so you can explicitly connect devices
to 2.4GHz. Alternatively, use a separate 10T SSID on a mesh system — most mesh systems (Deco,
Eero, Orbi) let you set up an IoT network on 2.4GHz only.

Your water

If you're in a hard-water area (most of southern and eastern England), check product specs for
hard-water tolerance before buying: anything with internal water sensors (smart kettles, smart coffee
machines, smart humidifiers) needs more descaling than marketing copy suggests. Also: smart
irrigation controllers for gardens (Rachio, RainMachine) sometimes don't handle UK imperial hose
threads — check reviews specifically mentioning UK setups.
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Chapter 8 — Hub & ecosystem decision
matrix

The biggest strategic decision in a smart home is your platform, not your first device. Here's how to
choose:

You mostly use... Best smart home platform Why

iPhone + iPad, no Android Apple Home (via HomePod mini oNagipteiitépration, best privacy, HomeKit Secure Video for cameras
Android + Google services Google Home (via Nest Hub or Nelstaliigijntegration, routines are strong, Fast Pair is genuinely useful
Amazon Prime, Alexa speaker Alexady Best 3rd-party device breadth in the UK — works with almost everyt
Mixed household, want controlSmartThings hub + Matter bridge Genuine multi-ecosystem. Harder initial setup.

You're technical, want total corttmine Assistant + local MQTT  Steepest learning curve; unlimited possibility. Self-hosted, private.

Is Matter ready for the UK yet?

Partial yes. Matter-over-Wi-Fi works reliably across Apple Home, Google Home, and Alexa.
Matter-over-Thread (the lower-power option) needs a Thread border router — most Apple users
already have one (HomePod mini 2021+, Apple TV 4K with Ethernet). Google's Nest Hub Max and
Nest Hub (2nd gen) act as border routers. Amazon's border router support is spottier.

What breaks still: multi-admin (adding one Matter device to two ecosystems simultaneously) is
technically possible but regularly flaky. Brand-specific advanced features (Hue's colour scenes,
tado®'s geofencing) are not exposed through Matter yet — use the native app for those, Matter for
everything else.

If you're going to pick one, pick Apple or Google

For UK households that already have an iPhone or Android phone, the decision tree is: use
whichever ecosystem matches your phone. The marginal benefit of mixing ecosystems almost never
outweighs the complexity cost. Both Apple Home and Google Home handle 95% of typical UK smart
home needs without touching a manufacturer app.
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Next steps — our full guides online

This PDF is the condensed version. For full product-by-product reviews with measured data, UK
compatibility matrices, and the latest 2026 price tracking, head to our full guides online. Each is

updated continuously.

Best Smart Thermostats UK 2026

Best Smart Radiator Valves UK 2026

Best Video Doorbells UK (no subscription)

Best Smart Door Locks UK 2026

Best Smart Security Cameras UK 2026

Best Smart Lighting Systems UK 2026

Best Smart Speakers UK 2026

Best Smart Kettles UK 2026

Best Smart Scales UK 2026

Whole-Home Automation Systems UK
2026

Smart Home Savings Calculator

Setup Wizard — personalised plan in 4
guestions
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About Smart Home UK

Smart Home UK is an independent UK smart home publication based in Cornwall, UK. Founded in
2025 by James Wright and a small team, we test every device we review in real UK homes — across
combi boilers, S-plan systems, Economy 7 meters, hard water areas, and variable broadband — for a
minimum of 30 days before publishing.

We earn a small commission when you buy through our Amazon UK links, at no extra cost to you. We
never accept paid placement, sponsored reviews, or gifted products in return for a positive review.
You can read our full editorial policy at smarthomeuk.co.uk/editorial-policy/.

Thanks for reading. If this helped, forward it to someone else looking to start their UK smart
home. The best compliment we can get is a friend-of-a-friend signup.
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